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2001 Assembly Joint Resolution 31

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION

Relating to: honoring the life of Ben Barkin.

WhereasBen Barkin, master of promotions who brought Milwaukee Americational treasure,
the Great Circus Parade, was born in Milwaukee on June 4, 1915, and graduated from Milwaukee North
Division High School; and

Whereasduring World War 1, he made Milwaukee the model for the nation for wdorefund
raising;and

Whereasin 1945, he founded what was to become tlgge&rpublic relations firm in the state and
waslater voted best publicist in the country by Amesdaigest newspapers; and

Whereas,n 1963, Ben Barkin developed Milwauksesreat Circus Paradapw the lagest
paradeof its kind in the world, featuring rare antique wagons, wild animals, and clowns; and

Whereas,Ben Barkin was a life-long advocate for civil rights and religious harmahyp
receivedthe national B’nai B’rith humanitarian award and a brotherhood award from igz®Ngin
Conferenceof Christians and Jews; and

WhereasBen Barkin passed away on Frigd&gbruary 2, after a life @biding commitment to
his family and his community; naviherefore, be it

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That the Wisconsin legislature herelhonors
BenBarkin and salutes his spirit and long record of accomplishment.
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